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DELAY SOUGHT ON GAS, ELECTRIC SHUTOFFS

Gov: Don’t pull plug on needy

By Lisa Cornwell

Associated Press

Ohio Gov. Ted Striekland has asked
state regulators to consider a moratorium
on gas and electric utility disconnections
this winter with families facing higher
heating bill costs and tighter budgets.

The governor sent a letter Tuesday to
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio,

askmg the commission to consider order-
ing a moratorium on gas and utility discon-
nections by utilities under PUCO's juris-
diction.

The governor noted that members of an
Ohio family recently lost their lives in a
fire blamed on candles the family had to
light after their electricity was disconnect-
ed, leaving them without heat or power.

“I'm sure you agree that we need to do

everything we can possxb]y do to prevent
this from happening again,” the governor
wrote to PUCO chairman Alan Schriber.

The commission will consider the gov-
ernor’s request at a regularly scheduled
meeting today, PUCO spokeswoman Sha-
na Eiselstein said Tuesday,

She said the last moratorium was put in
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gasand e!ectnaty for heat, has drawn ‘.
support from at least Mo consumer.
aﬁvncate gmups.



Request: Moratorium being
sought on disconnections
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_place in 2001 at the request of former
Gov. Bob Taft when the state experi-
enced record-low temperatures and a
spike in natural gas prices.

The governor’s action comes at a time
when Ohio’s emergency program provid-
ing federal money to help low-income, el-
derly and disabled residents pay their
heating bills is already running low be-
cause of rising energy prices and high

.- demand for assistance.

The Ohio Department of Develop-
ment, which administers the state’s allo-
cation, already has shifted $3 million
from a summer program that helps pay
cooling bills fo the winter emergency
program — increasing winter emergency
funds from $37 million to $40 million, de-

partment spokeswoman Nikki Jaworskl'

said.

“We are seeing a strain on the system
overall,” Jaworski said. “We’re over the
halfway point in terms of the number we
served last year, but we aren’t at the half-
way point of the season yet.”

The heating assistance program runs

_from Nov. 1 through March 31, and Ja-
worski said that the agency already has
spent $21 million for 75,000 applicants
approved for the winter emergency pro-
gram. Last year, $37 mllhon was spent to
help 140,000.

One of the local programs that re-
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ceives some of the federal allocation is
the Cincinnati-Hamilton County Com-
munity Action Agency. It already has
spent $900,000 of the $1.2 million allocat-
ed for this winter’s emergency fund, said
Herbert Walker, who manages the agen—
cy’s emergency heating asmstance pro-
gram.

“We've already processed about 4,000
applications out of 6,000 who apphed
and we aren’t even into the really cold
weather yet,” Walker said.

He said about 9,000 people quahﬁed
for the emergency assistance last year. «

~ Ohio residents who use propane ot
fueloil have really been hit hard as prices
have increased about 30 percent, Jawol;
ski said.

“We almost had a crisis in Coiumblé
na County because vendors of those fuels
are not accepting anything but the full
payment upfront,” Jaworski said. '

She said the maximum amount an ap-
phcant could receive from the emergen-
cy fund was raised from $450 to $600 to
help applicants get at least a half-tank of
fuel on a one-time basis.

Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy
and the Office of the Ohio Consumers
Counsel both endorsed his plan. ‘

“The request would prioritize cctn-I
sumers’ need for heat at a time when
they are strapped with so many rising
costs,” Ohio Consumers’ Counsel Janine
M.lgden-Ostrander s{md 3 &



