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Head Start agency | Regional asset
Handle with care

The preschopl program Head
Start is caught up in a whirlwind na-
tional debate over reforms proposed
stratmn, but

Hamilton County Community Action
Agency (CAA) serves 4,500 children
in the county and also has proved to
be a force for neighborhood
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counseling or mental health treat-
ment for problem kids would be
shortsighted.

“We spend too much public mon-

ey on the back end of the system,
whq':u these kids end up in the
courts,” Dowlin said.

CAA’s Head Start program tries to
hoost the entire family, and aims to
develop parental involvement to the

. extent that visitors at Head
|| Start sites can't tell the par-
ents from the teachers.

Dotson says Head Start 1
got a bad rap from outdat-
ed studies done decades
ago before it became a
year-round program. She
says researchers made un-
fair judgments about Head
Start's lasting effects from
only 10|weeks’ exposure while ignor-
ing negative effects of five subse-
quent in public schools. Public
schools also expel disruptive kids.
Head is mandated to keep and
deal with them, and CAA officials
dly agree with that pol-
e do not kick children out,”
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