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COMMUNITY ACTION MONTH

CAA to Offer Countywide Baby Shower
To Promote Services for Mothers-to-Be

Girls and women from low-income families
who do not have access to pregnancy services will
get a baby shower and health fair courtesy of an
Ohio CAA.

The Council for Economic Opportunities in
Greater Cleveland (CEOGC) is sponsoring the May
22 event as part of National Community Action
Month. Angela Kraft, the agency’s family devel-
opment manager, is sending out tickets for the baby
shower to the first 100 to 125 people who call for
reservations. The agency has had avout 70 takers so
far, Kraft told EOR.

Most said they heard about the event through
flyers posted in day care centers, grocery stores,
libraries and other public places. Kraft also talks
with social workers in area hospitals so they can
inform patients about the event. Sandy Nichols, the
agency’s communications coordinator, sent out
public service announcements to local radio and
television stations.

Child Safety Is Key Theme

CEOGC is seeking donations of money and
baby items, including contributions from its staff,
Kraft said. The agency hopes to give away safety
items such as car seats and cribs. Safety is an unof-
ficial component of the event. Mothers-to-be will
receive information about lead screenings and
smoke alarms.

; T_he event also will feature a demonstration
childhirth class, since many of the clients cannot
afford such classes themselves.

Kraft already coordinates a “Sister-Friend Pro-
gram” to promote health and lifestyle changes for
girls and women who become pregnant. The pro-
gram is for anyone who has been pregnant 24 weeks
or less, since it involves working with the client for
at least 16 weeks, Kraft said.

The idea for the baby shower came from brain-
storming sessions during a Sister-Friend meeting.
Kraft decided to tie it into National Community
Action Month,

The shower also offers child care, limited
transportation, food, games and vendors. It will be
held in a Head Start center that opened last Novem-
ber. The center is located in East Cleveland adjacent
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to a subway line, making it accessible to those who
live in the middle of the city of Cleveland. The
event is open to everyone in Cuyahoga County, al-
though it is targeted to lower-income residents.

The agency has served many pregnant girls as
young as 12; most are in their late teens or early
20s, Kraft said. The agency does not allow pregnant
girls under 18 into the programs without parental
permission, and many parents and guardians have
refused in the past. Kraft hopes the giveaways will
encourage them to let their daughters participate in
the event.

Contact: Angela Kraft, CEOGC, (216) 696-
9077, ext. 231, www.ceoge.org.

Name of New CAA Headquarters Honors
Cincinnati’s Community Action Pioneer

The Cincinnati-Hamilton County CAA is pro-
moting Community Action Month through the
city’s most famous politician, a choice that helped
get publicity for its efforts.

Ted Berry, who was the first black mayor of
Cincinnati, died in October 2000 just a week before
the CAA broke ground on a building to bear his
name. Today, as the agency opens its headquarters
in the new Ted Berry Building, it celebrates Com-
munity Action Month with a name synonymous
with such services.

As vice mayor in the mid-1960s, Berry created
the city's first Community Action Commission.
Soon afterward, President Lyndon Johnson ap-
pointed him head of Community Action Programs
under the new Office of Economic Opportunity. He
retumed to Cincinnati and became mayor in De-
cember 1972.

The opening of the new center named for
Berry, in a neighborhood currently undergoing eco-
nomic revitalization, helped spark media interest,
said Donna Marsh of the CAA’s community educa-
tion office.

“To be quite honest, it's a tough sell other-
wise,” she told EOR.

The site of the new CAA headquarters for-
merly held an abandoned elementary school that
attracted drug addicts and prostitutes. The city tore
it down and began building mixed-income housing
in the area. The agency rebuilt the site partly with
financial support from residents who used to attend
the elementary school, Marsh said.
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